CAMPBELL, WYANT AND CANNON

In April of 2008, Campbell, Wyant and Cannon foundry, now part of Textron, celebrated 100 years in business.  The company was one of the area’s World War II industrial giants, employing nearly 4000 at its six plants during the peak of the war effort..

Donald Campbell, Ira Wyant and George Cannon met as foundry laborers in Chicago around 1900.  Recognizing “unusual ability and kindred spirit” they vowed to go into partnership together.  They pooled their savings and in 1908 rented space in the old Racine Boat Works on Western Avenue.  For a time they turned out castings for the boat works.  Their big break came when Continental Motors (then a young company as well) awarded them a contract to produce four-cylinder motor castings.  Soon other orders rolled including work from automotive giants  Hudson, International Harvester, Chrysler, Ford and General Motors.

The rapid growth led to the purchase of the former Enterprise Iron building on Sanford street in the Heights.  This was to become known as plant No. 1.  The 1920s saw continued growth, and the company erected two more plants, one on the east side of Sanford, and the other on Henry street, south of Sherman.

During the war years, Campbell’s produced most of the steel treads used by American and British tanks.  It also supplied the large crankshafts used in the diesel engines of submarines, including that of the Silversides.  Other notable achievements during that time included the production of a special brake housing for B-29s. 

